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MOACHUTE/IbHAA 3AMNUCKA

[Mporpamma BCTYMUTENbHOINO MCMNbITAHUA COCTaB/leHa Ha OCHOBe deaepanbHOro
rocygapcTBeHHOro obpasoBaTenbHOro CTaHAapTa cpedHero obuwero o6pas3oBaHUA U
denepanbHOro rocyaapcTtBeHHOro obpasoBaTenbHOro CTaHAapTa OCHOBHOroO obulero
obpa3oBaHuA.

Mporpammbl 0bLe0bpa3oBaTeNbHbIX BCTYMUTENbHbLIX MCMbITAaHUN GOPMUPYIOTCA C
y4yeTom HeobXOAMMOCTM COOTBETCTBMA YPOBHA CAOXMKHOCTM TaKMX BCTYMUTE/bHbIX
MCMbITAaHUA YPOBHIO CAOXKHOCTM EMD no cooTBeTcTBYytOWMM 06ULIe06pa30BaTENbHbBIM
npeameTam.

JK3aMeH NPOBOAMTCA B CO4ETAHMM MUCbMEHHOWN U YCTHOM GOPMbI.

MpoaoNKMTENbHOCTb 3K3aMeHa cocTasaseT 3 4aca 15 MuHyT (195 muHyT).

[MUCbMEHHaA 4acTb 3K3aMeHa COCTOUT M3 TPex 3a4aHuMK, KOTopble npeanaratoTca B
dopmaTe eaMHOro rocy4apCTBEHHOMO 3K3aMeHa:

1) 3aBepuleHWe TeKcTa MNpM MNOMOLWM BKAKOYEHMA B HEro COOTBETCTBYHOLLMX
rnaronbHbIX GOpM, MHPUHUTMB KOTOPbLIX NpeanaraeTca cnpasa (15 rnaronos);

2) 3aBeplleHne TeKcTa NyTem BbIOOpa OHOMO M3 NpeanaraemMblx YeTblpex BapMaHToB
oTBeTa (10 3apaHuin);

3) 3aBeplueHMe TeKCTa NpM NomoLm 06pa3oBaHMA U BKAKOYEHUA B HETO AEepMBaTOB,
06pa30BaHHbIX OT MCXOAHOrO C/I0BA, PACcNO0XKeHHOro crnpaga (10 eanHML).

YCTHaA 4aCTb 9K3aMeHa COCTOMUT M3 ABYX 3a4aHUM:

1) YTeHWe TeKCTa M OTBeTbl Ha MATb BOMPOCOB MO HEMY, OAMH M3 BOMPOCOB
npeanosaraeT MNOCTPOEHME MOHOJIOTMYECKOrO pPa3BEPHYTOro BbICKa3biBaHWA (KpaTKoe
YCTHOE U3/10KEHNE MHEHMA OTHOCUTENBHO NPOBIEMbI, NPeACTaBAEHHOM B MPOYMTAHHOM
TekcTe). Bpems BbicKasbiBaHMA 1 — 2 MUHYTbI. O6bem BbickasbiBaHMAa 20 — 30 cnos.

2) 6ece;|,a C 3K3amMmeHaTopamMmu no y‘-l€6Hb|N\ CUTYaUunNAM Ha TeEMbI.



1. Travelling 2. Keeping Fit 3. Ecology 4. Personality 5. Moscow and Other Big Cities
of Russia 6. Language Learning 7. Museums and Picture Galleries 8. Books 9. Theatre and
Cinema 10. Schooling 11. Holidays and Traditions in Britain / the USA 12. London and Other
Big Cities in Britain 13. The Geographical Position and the Political System of the USA 14.
Free Time 15. Choosing a Career 16. Mass Media 17. The Geographical Position and the
Political System of Great Britain 18. Washington D.C. and other Big Cities of the USA 19.
Painting and Music 20. English-speaking Countries (Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Great
Britain, the USA).

Ob6e YyacTn 3K3ameHa NpPOoBOAATCA B OAMH AeHb. IK3aMeH HauyMHaeTCA C MMCbMEHHOM
4yacTu, nocne ee 3aBepleHma 1 15-20 MUHYTHOrO NepepbiBa abUTypUEHTbI NPUrNaLIAtoTCA
ANA NpoBeAeHMA YCTHOM YacTW 3K3aMeHa.

MocTynatoWwmMin AONYCKaeTca K caaye BCTYNWUTENbHOrO MCMbITaHMA Ha OCHOBAHWUM
NOAAHHOrO 3asBNEHMA, dK3aMEHALMOHHbIX BEJOMOCTEN, 3K3aMEHALMOHHOIO 1CTa, Npu
HaNMYMKM Yy HErO NacnopTa UM MHOTO AOKYMEHTA, YA0CTOBEPAIOLLErO €ro IMYHOCTb.

Mpn oNo34aHMM K Hayany BCTYMUTENbHOIO MCMNbITAHMA NMOCTYNatoWNIA MOXKET ObITb
AONYLLEH K UCMbITaHMIO, MPUYEM BPEMA Ha BbIMNOHEHME 33[laHMA EMY HE YBEIMYMBAETCA, O
4yem ero npeaynpexaaeT aK3ameHaTop.

MocTynatoWwmMin  OAHOKPATHO CAaeT BCTynuUTeNbHOe ucnbiTaHue. [lepecaada
BCTYNUTENBHOrO MUCMbITAaHMA He aonyckaeTca. [onyckaetca nepesadeT pesy/bTaToB
BCTYMWUTENbHbIX UCMbITAHWIM, NPWU NoJadve 3aaBAeHMA Ha MHble GOpPMbl 0ByYeHUs n (Man)
NPOrpaMmbl B C/ly4ae COBMAAEHMA MepeyHs BCTYMUTENbHbIX WCMbITaHWMA. Pe3ynbTaTbl
BCTYMWUTENbHbIX  WCMbITAHWUM, NPOBOAMMbBIX  YHMBEPCUTETOM  CaMOCTOATE/NbHO,
NeNCTBUTE/IbHbI B ro4, NOCTYNAEeHUA.

Jlnua, He npouweawne BCTYNUTEIbHOE WCMbITaHME MO YBAXKUTENbHOM NpUYNHE
(6onesHb MAK MHble 0OCTOATENLCTBA, NOATBEPHKAEHHbIE JOKYMEHTAbHO), A0MNYCKAKOTCA K
caaye BCTYNMUTENIbHOTO WCMbITaHMA B Apyron rpynne. [JOnoOAHWUTENbHbIM AeHb caayun
BCTYMMUTENBHOTO UCMbITaHUA MOMET YyCTaHaBAMBATLCA YHUBEPCMTETOM CaMOCTOATEbHO MO

Mmepe PoOpMUPOBAHMA rpynn.



Bo Bpema npoBeAeHWs BCTYNUTENbHbIX MCMbITAHUA WX YYaCTHMKAM M IULAM,
NPMBAEKAEMbIM K UX MPOBEAEHMIO, 3anpeLlaeTca UMeTb Npu cebe 1 Mcnoib3oBaTb CPeaCcTBa
CBA3M (MOBUAbHBIE TenedOoHbl, NAaHLWEeTbl U T.1.).

MUCbMeHHble paboTbl MOCTYNAalOWMX WNPPYIOTCA M HE AO0/KHbI  COAepsKaTb
MOCTOPOHHMUX Hagnucei. NoanucbiBaTb MCT-BKAaAbIW He pa3pellaeTcs. B cayvae Hannuma
MOCTOPOHHWUX HaANMMCeN Ha IUCTe-BKAaAblLLe paboTa He MPOBEPAETCA U aHHYIMPYETCA.

Mpyu HecobAOAEHMM  NOCTYNaloWMM  NOPSAKa NPOBEAEeHMS  BCTYMUTENbHbIX
MCMbITAHWIM, 3K3aMeHaUMOHHbIE KOMWUCCUMM, NPOBOAALLME BCTYMUTE/NIbHOE UCMbITaHME,
BNpaBe YyAanuTb NOCTYNaloWero ¢ MecTa MNPOBEAEHUA BCTYMUTENbHOMO WCMbITaHUA C
cocTas/sieHMemM akTa 06 yaaneHmu. B cayyae yaaneHmns nNocTynatoLero co BCTYNUTENbHOro
MCMbITaHUA YHMBEPCUTET BO3BPALLAET MOCTYMNaloWeEMy MPUHATbIE [JOKYMEHTbl M He
[IOMNYCKaeT A0 y4acTuA B KOHKypCe.

Mpyv npoBeAeHUM BCTYMUTENbHbLIX UCMbITaHMI  YHUBEpcUTET obecneymsaeT
CMOKOMHYO 1 AobpoXKenatenbHytd  0OCTAaHOBKY, MpPeAoCTaBAAeT  BO3MOMXKHOCTb

nocTynalwmm Hanbosee NoHO NPOABUTb YPOBEHb CBOMX 3HAHWUIA U YMEHWIA.
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KPUTEPUN OLIEHKA

MaKcrmasibHanA oLeHKa 3a aKk3ameH — 100 6annos.

MaKcMManbHoe KonmyecTBO Han0B 3a BbIMOAHEHWE BCEX 33a4aHWI MUCbMEHHOrO
TecTta — 70. KaXabl1 BEPHO BbINONHEHHbIN MYHKT MMCbMEHHOM YacTu 3K3amMeHa (3aaaHuma 1,
2, 3) oueHMBaeTca B ABa banna.

MaKcrumanbHoe KoamyectBo 6annoB 3a BbIMONHEHME BCEX 3a4aHM YCTHOM 4acTu
s3k3ameHa — 30. pn 3TOM MaKCMManbHbIM Bann 3a YteHne Tekcta — 3 Hanna, OTBET Ha
BOMPOCHI MO CoAepKaHNto TekcTa — 12 6annoB (Kaxkablh BEPHbI OTBET MO TEKCTY — BCEro 4
BOMpoca — oueHmBaeTca B 3 6anna), pa3BepHyTbIA OTBET-PACCYKAEHME NO COAEPIKAHMIO
Tekcta — 5 6annos (Bcero 1 Bonpoc). beceaa Ha 3a4aHHytO y4ebHOM cUTyaumen Temy
oueHMnBaeTca MakcnMmanbHo B 10 6annos.

ABUTYpueHT, HabpaBWU NO MUTOraM 3K3aMeHa, HWKe YCTaHOB/IEHHOrO
YHUBEPCUTETOM MUHMMANbHOTO HBanna, CYNTAETCA He CAaBLMM BCTYNUTENIbHOE UCMNbITaHNE U

BbIObIBAET M3 y4aCTUA B KOHKYPCE.
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[MPOrPAMMA BCTYTUTE/IBHOTO NCIMbITAHWUA

TpeboBaHUA K NOHUMAHMIO 3BYHaLLEN peyn

lMoHMMaHMe YCTHOM peyn Ha cyx NpoBepsaeTca B xode becepbl C 3K3aMeHATOPaMM Ha
MHOCTPAHHOM A3blKe MO MNPOYUTAHHOMY TEKCTY M MPU ODCYKAEHUU BbllLEYKa3aHHbIX
y4ebHbIX CUTYaLMNA.

TpeboBaHWUA K pa3roBopHOM pedn

ABUTYPUEHTbI A0KHbI YMETb 06LLATLCA C OAHMM MM HECKO/TIbKMMK cobecegHMKaMM
B CBA3W C NPEeACTaBAEHHON CUTyaUMen MAM B CBA3U C YC/blWAHHbIM, MNPOYUTAHHBIM,
YBUAEHHbIM, MCNONb3YyA 3/IEMEHTbI OMMCAHMA, NOBECTBOBAHMA, PACCYXAEHWUS, Bblparkas
CBOE OTHOLLEHME K M3/1araembiM GakTam 1 CYXKAEHUAM B Npeaenax A3bIKkoBOro maTepuana
BbIMYCKHOMO M NpeALlecTBYHOLLMX KNaCCOB.

ABUTYPUEHT A0/MKeH ymeTb Oe3 npeaBapuTeNbHOM MNOATOTOBKM BbICKA3bIBATbCA
rPamMoTHO, NIOTMYHO, NOC/NeA0BaTE/IbHO M B COOTBETCTBUW C NPEANONKEHHON CUTyaumei
0OLIEHNA MAKM B CBA3M C MPOCAYWAHHbIM, YBUAEHHBIM MAM NPOYMTAHHbLIM, NepeaaBaTb
OCHOBHOE coAepXaHMe MnpPOCAYWAaHHOrO WAW MNPOYUTAHHOTO, MCMNOAb3yA OnMcaHue,
PacCy)KAeHMe, MOBECTBOBAHME, a TaKKe CMeLlaHHble TWUMbl MOHOMOrA, BblpaKada CBOe
OTHOLLIEHME K NpeMETY BbICKa3blBaHWSA, B Npeaenax NporpamMMHOro f3bIkOBOro maTepmrana
11-ro n npeAlLecTBYOLMX KNACCOB.

ABUTYPUEHT AONKEH YMETb AENaTb YCTHbIE NOArOTOB/IEHHbIE COODLLEHNS MO TEME B
npeaenax 2-3 MUHyT.

TpebosaHMA K NOHMMAHUIO NUCbMEHHbIX TEKCTOB

ABUTYPUEHT AONKEH YMETb YMTaTb NPO ceBA M MOHMMATb TEKCTbl PAa3HOM CTEMNEHM
CNOXHOCTMU:

a) C Uenbko M3BNevYeHMA NOoNHON MHDOPMALIMKM BNEPBble NPeabABAAEMbIE TEKCTbI,
NOCTPOEHHbIE Ha A3bIKOBOM MaTepuane 11 n npeawecTBYOLWMX KNAaCcCOB M BKAKOYaOLWMeE A0

3-5% He3HaKOMbIX C10B, MOHMMAEMbIX MO Adoragke,
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6) c Luenbto M3BNEYEHNA OCHOBHOM MHbOPMALIMKN BNEPBbIe NpeabaB/AEMble TEKCTbI,
NOCTPOEHHble Ha A3bIKOBOM MaTepunane 9 1 NpeallecTBYOLLMX KNAacCoB M coaeprKallume A0
2-3% He3HaKOMbIX C/10B, O 3HAYEHNM KOTOPbIX MOXKHO A0raAaTbCs MW HE3HAHWE KOTOPbIX
He BAMSeT Ha MOHUMaHWe OCHOBHOTIO COAEPKaHNA YNTAaeMOro TekcTa 6e3 NoMoLLM CN0BaAPS;

B) C LLe/1bt0 M3BIEYEHMNS YAaCTUYHON MHOPMaLMK (0 NnpeaMeTHOM 061aCTK, K KOTOPOW
OTHOCWUTCA TEKCT, O ero aBTOpPe UK aBTOpax, O TOM, A/18 KOO U C KaKoW LLeIblo OH HanucaH,
M T.N.) BNepBble NpeabaB/iAemble TEeKCTbl YacTMYHO aJaNTMPOBAHHOIO XapakTepa 6es
NOMOLLM cioBapA.

Coepbl 0bweHmna n TemaTvKa (eamHble ANA BCeX A3bIKOB)

OCHOBHbIMK chepamm obLLeHMA ABAAIOTCA: COLMANbHO-ObITOBAsA, y4ebHO-TpyA0BaSs,
COLUMaNnbHO-KYAbTYpHan. B pamkax Ha3BaHHbIX TemM BblAENSEeTCA caeaytollas TemaTuKa:
MEXNNYHOCTHbIE OTHOLWEHMA (apy*Kba, NtoboBb, KOHOAMKTbLI); NOBCEAHEBHAA KM3Hb U ee
npobnemsbl; y4eba M nnaHbl Ha byayuiee; Npobaembl 3aHATOCTM MONOAENKN; NPobiembl
cBO6OAHOrO BpeEMEHM; KyNbTypHasa M3Hb ropoda U AepeBHU; POAb CPeACTB MaCcCOBOWM
MHPOPMaLMK; reorpadryeckoe MoNoKeHMEe, NOAUTUYECKAn CUCTEeMbl CTPaH M3y4aemoro
A3blKa; M3y4yeHMe MHOCTPaHHbIX A3bIKOB; MyTellecTsMe; 340P0OBbIM 00Pa3 KM3HK; TeaTp,
KMHO, KHUIW; Npob6a1eMbl 3KONOTMK; TPAAMLMN CTPAH M3Yy4aeMOoro A3blKa; rocyAapCTBEHHbIE
npasaHukK; MockBa 1 Apyrme KpynHble roposa Poccuu; *KMBOMUCh M My3blKa; 3HAMEHUTbIE

MY3€eu 1 KapTUHHbIE ranepeu.

A3bIKOBOW MaTepuan

ABUTYpPUEHT [OO0/KEH MNPOAEMOHCTPMPOBATb YMEHWEe BAAAETb  MWHMMYMOM
rPaMMaTMYECKMX  SIBNEHWI, KOTOopble obecneymBatoT WMHOA3bIYHOe obuleHMe (B
HenocpeACcTBEHHOM 1 onocpeaoBaHHOM dopmax) B paMKkax, 0603HaYeHHbIX NPOrpammon
chep n Tem. K HUM oTHOCATCA:

1) KOHCTPYKUMKM, Bblparkatolime cyObeKTMBHO-NpeanKaTHble OTHOWeHuA (c
rnaronamm-cBA3Kamu, C r1arolaMm, BbliparkatoLMMM NPUHAANEXRHOCTb, U Ap.);

2) rpammaTUYecKme ABNEHMA, BbipaKatolwme AencTBme (B HACTOALLEM, MPOLUIOM M

OyaylwemM) N xapaKkTep ero NpoTeKkaHus (Hannume dbakTa AENCTBUS, pe3yabTaTa AeNCTBUS,
8



NPOAOMKEHNE AENCTBMA W ApP.), @ TaKKe MOAANbHOCTb (XKenaHue, HeobxoAMMOCTb,
BO3MOHOCTb M Ap.); NOBYKAEHNE K AENCTBUIO 1 €ro 3anpeLieHume;

3) cpeactBa  BblparKeHMA  onpeaenieHHOCTUM-HeonpeaeneHHOCTU  (apTUKb,
MECTOMMEHNE U Ap.); €ANHUYHOCTU-MHOXKECTBEHHOCTU MNPEeAMETOB, ABNEHMIN; KayecTBa
npeamMeToB, AEWUCTBUIM W COCTOAHMIM; WMHTEHCMBHOCTb KayecTBa (CTENeHu CpaBHEHMA
npunaraTenbHbIX, Hapeuyumin); nopaaKka M KOAMYECTBa NpeameToB (KONMYEeCTBEHHbIE W
NOpAZKOBbIE YNCUTENbHbIE);

4) cpeacTBa BblpayKeHun onpeaennTenbHbIX 7 onpeaennTeNbHo-
0OCTOATENbCTBEHHbLIX  OTHOLIEHWM  (KOHCTPYKUMMK, XapakTepusylouwme npeameTr no
BHELIHEMY BMUAY, NO HANYUIO MW OTCYTCTBUIO NPU3HAKOB; KOHCTPYKUMM C UHOUHUTUBOM,
npuyacTmem 1 T.4.); OObEKTUBHbLIX OTHOLIEHUA (KOHCTPYKLUMKU C MPAMbIM U KOCBEHHbIM
00BEKTOM U Ap.); CYOBEKTHO-OOBEKTHbIX OTHOWEHWI (337107  AeNCTBUTENbHbIA U
CTpaZaTenbHbli); 0OCTOATENbCTBEHHbIX OTHOLWEHW (NPOCTPAHCTBEHHbIE, BPEMEHHbIE,
NPUYMHHO-CNEACTBEHHbIE, YCIOBHbIE, OTHOLIEHWUA CPAaBHEHNA M Ap.):

5) cpeacTBa CBA3M NPeANOKEHMI M YacTel TeKCTa (CTPYKTYPHbIE M KOMMNO3ULIMOHHbIE
CpeCcTBa CBA3U; CPeCTBA, YCTaHaBAMBAIOLLME NOTMYECKME CBA3M MEXK Y BbICKa3biBAaHMAMM,

CPe/CTBa, YKa3bIBaOLWNE HA OOBEKTUBHYIO U CYObEKTUBHYIO OLLEHKY MHPOPMaLMK, 1 Ap.).
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MPUMEPbI 9K3AMEHALMOHHbIX 3A0AHNN

Mprmepbl 3K3aMeHALMOHHbIX 334aHUM (MMCbMEHHasn YacTb)
1) Choose the appropriate form of the verbs on the right to make the story complete:

Mr. Pickwick’s Adventure

Mr. Pickwick found that his free companions 1 and eagerly Rise
2 for him to begin breakfast. They sat down to the meal —and wait
ham, eggs, tea and coffee 3 disappearing very fast indeed. begin
“How we 4 to the Manor Farm?” thought Mr. Pickwick. “We had go
better 5 the waiter,” said Mr. Tupman. ask
So the waiter 6 for and he 7 them to drive to the farm in send / advise
a four-wheel carriage. But the trouble 8 that it 9 more be / not hold

than three people. “What are we to do if there is not enough room for all

of us?” asked Mr.Snodgrass. “Perhaps one of the gentlemen would like

10,” suggested the waiter 11 at Mr. Winkle. ride / look
12 the truth, Mr.Winkle was afraid of 13 a horse but he tell / ride
wouldn’t show it. “Let the horse and the carriage 14 at the door by be

eleven,” said Mr.Pickwick. At eleven the carriage appeared at the door.

It was a funny little box put on four wheels which 15 by a large draw

brown horse.

2) Choose the appropriate words (combinations of words) to complete the text:

Tourism — good or bad?

In many countries, tourism is one of the fastest growing industries and, of course, tourism

can 1) enormous advantages to countries, especially poor 2)
Tourists spend money on local goods and services and so 3) a proportion of local
population with work. Not all the effects of tourism are so positive, 4) . If the

10



development is 5) , it can pose a threat to the natural environment and so

may 6) a bad effect on a country’s wildlife. One way of 7) some of the

environmental dangers is to make the tourists themselves more 8) of the
problem. If tourists are encouraged to buy locally-grown food, for example, instead of
imports, then the local economy is less likely to 9) the traditional way of land use that

wildlife has adapted to. As well as that, nature reserves need to be created and tourists

encouraged to visit them. If these reserves actually become a tourist 10) | then the
tourist industry will be more interested in the survival of wildlife.

1. 1) bring 2) spend 3) do 4) send

2. 1) ones 2) things 3) these 4) pieces

3. 1) give 2) provide 3) employ 4) ensure

4, 1) meanwhile 2) while 3) although 4) however

5. 1) checked 2) uncontrolled 3) banned 4) uprooted

6. 1) rise 2) have 3) get 4) cause

7. 1) missing 2) dealing 3) avoiding 4) tracking

8. 1) willing 2) awake 3) aware 4) know

9. 1) abandon 2) resign 3) throw 4) deny

10. 1) fascination  2) attraction 3) sight 4) view

3) Use the derivatives of the words on the right to complete the text:
Most * languages have an equivalent for mushrooming or | EUROPE
“mushroom hunting”. Everywhere it means the same thing — going to the

woods to gather mushrooms. Some people regard it as a kind of sport.

A lot of 2 believe that people from other countries do not have a | RUSSIA
taste for mushrooms, they think that * s do not know how to gather | FOREIGN
them. However * mushroom dishes are rather famous in Europe. | NATION
They are Czech mushroom soups and ° popular roasted porcini. | FINN
They are ° dishes and very ’ . So many mushroom | TRADITION / TASTE
8 hunt for mushrooms in the woods all over Europe. In 1932 an | LOVE

o of mushrooms was held in one of the cities in Normandy. Since | EXHIBIT
1953, the festival has been held © and in the 1990’s it acquired | ANNUAL
an international status.




MpyMmepbl 3K3aMEHALMOHHbIX 334aHKi1 (YCTHaA YacTb)

1. Read the text and answer the examiner’s questions.

SUCCESS STORY

| met Richards ten or more years ago when | first went down to Cuba. He was a short,
sharp-faced, agreeable chap, then about 22. He introduced himself to me on the boat and
| was surprised to find that Panamerica Steel was sending us both to the same job.

Richards was from some not very good state university engineering school. Being the
same age myself, and just out of technical college | saw at once that his knowledge was
rather poor. In fact | couldn't imagine how he had managed to get this job.

Richards was naturally likable, and | liked him a lot. The firm had a contract for the
construction of a private railroad. For Richards and me it was mostly an easy job of
inspections and routine paper work. At least it was easy for me. It was harder for Richards,
because he didn't appear to have mastered the use of a slide rule. When he asked me to
check his figures | found his calculations awful. "Boy," | was at last obliged to say, "you are
undoubtedly the silliest white man in this province. Look, stupid, didn't you ever take
arithmetic? How much are seven times thirteen?" "Work that out," Richards said, "and let
me have a report tomorrow."

So when | had time | checked his figures for him, and the inspector only caught him
in a bad mistake about twice. In January several directors of the United Sugar Company
came down to us on business, but mostly pleasure; a good excuse to get south on a
vacation. Richards and | were to accompany them around the place. One of the directors,
Mr. Prosset was asking a number of questions. | knew the job well enough to answer every
sensible question — the sort of question that a trained engineer would be likely to ask. As
it was Mr. Prosset was not an engineer and some of his questions put me at a loss. For the
third time | was obliged to say, "I'm afraid | don't know, sir. We haven't any calculations on
that". When suddenly Richards spoke up.

"l think, about nine million cubic feet, sir", he said. "l just happened to be working
this out last night. Just for my own interest".

"Oh," said Mr. Prosset, turning in his seat and giving him a sharp look. "That's very
interesting, Mr.-er-Richards, isn't it? Well, now, maybe you could tell me about —"

Richards could. Richards knew everything. All the way up Mr. Prosset fired questions
on him and he fired answers right back. When we reached the head of the rail, a motor was
waiting for Mr. Prosset. He nodded absent-mindedly to me, shook hands with Richards.
"Very interesting, indeed," he said. "Good-bye, Mr. Richards, and thank you."

"Not, at all, sir," Richards said. "Glad if | could be of service to you."

As soon as the car moved off, | exploded. "A little honest bluff doesn't hurt; but some
of your figures...!"
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"I like to please," said Richards grinning. "If a man like Prosset wants to know
something, who am | to hold out on him?"

"What's he going to think when he looks up the figures or asks somebody who does
know?"

"Listen, my son," said Richards kindly. "He wasn't asking for any information he was
going to use. He doesn't want to know these figures. He won't remember them. | don't even
remember them myself. What he is going to remember is you and me." "Yes," said Richards
firmly. "He is going to remember that Panamerica Steel has a bright young man named
Richards who could tell him everything, he wanted — just the sort of chap he can use; not
like that other fellow who took no interest in his work, couldn't answer the simplest
guestion and who is going to be doing small-time contracting all his life."

It is true. | am still working for the Company, still doing a little work for the
construction line. And Richards? | happened to read in a newspaper a few weeks ago that
Richards had been made a vice-president and director of Panamerica Steel when the
Prosset group bought the old firm.

Questions:

1. Why was the author surprised that Richards had managed to get the same job?
2. What kind of work was the young man to do?

3. Why was the author unable to answer Mr Prosset’s questions?

4. What did Richard do and how did he explain his behaviour later?

5. Whose theory proved to be right and why? Do you agree?

2. Discuss the problem of books with the examiner.

Sample questions:

1. What kind of books do you enjoy reading and why?

2. What do you like more — classics or modern literature?

3. Do you like reading English books? Who are your favourite English or American authors?
Is it easy or difficult for you to read books in the original?

4. Do you agree that nowadays people prefer to watch TV instead of reading books? Why
does it happen so?

5. Alot of people believe that “the best present is a book”. Do you agree?
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